REMINISCENCES

a member of the Irish Nationalist party, compelled by
his political creed to take up a position of hostility to
both the political parties, the representative of a cause
which, at that time, was condemned alike by the leaders
of the Liberals and the leaders of the Conservatives. If
he had been an Irish member, like many other Irish
members, not pledged to the policy of uncompromising
Nationalism, there was no reason why he might not
have obtained office in a Liberal administration. But
at that time it was absolutely impossible that even a
Liberal Government could have anything to do with an
Irish Home Ruler, or that an Irish Home Ruler could
have anything to do with a Liberal Government. The
Englishman was, by the very condition of things, marked
out for a career of increasing honour and dignity; the
Irishman was destined to spend his days and nights in
the advocacy of a cause which required of him unceas-
ing toil and personal self-sacrifice; which condemned
him to over-worked days and sleepless nights; and, IE
short, to poverty. It is needless to say that I am not
finding fault with the honours conferred upon Her-
schelL No man ever won those honours more fairly,
or gave his country better value for the rewards which
she bestowed on him. I had the honour of knowing
the late Lord Herschell well, and had nothing but ad-
miration for his intellect, his eloquence, and his noble
character. Nor do I feel any wonder at the fact that a
Liberal Government of that day could not have made
any offer of a place in an administration to Alexander
Sullivan. The political conditions at the time would
not have allowed such an offer to be made, and, of
course, if the offer had been made it could not have
been accepted. Still I could not but think that there
must have been something wrong in the condition of
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